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t. Name
trlstoric Evansville Municipa'l Market

andior comrnon 01 d C i ty Ma rket

2. Locmtion
street & number 8.|3 Pennsylvania Street NIA not for pubticailon

city, town Evansvi I I e N/l- vicinity of

state Indiana 0.l8code Vanderburgh 163

3. Glassification
Category Ownership
:, district A public
X ouitoing(s) 

- 
private

- 
struclure _ both

Slatus
X occupied
__ unoccupied
_ work in progress
Accessible
X yes: restricted

- 
yes: unreslricted

_no

Present Use
agriculture

_ commercial
educational

_ entertainment
X government

-- 
indudtrial

- 
military

_ _ museuin
__ park
__ private residence
_ religious
__ scientific.
X * transportation

-__ olher:

.- site Public Acquisition
_ object in process

- 
being considered

N/A

4. Owner of Property
!9me City of Evansville

street a number 302 Ci ty-County, Bui I di ng

city, town Evansv i'l I e N/l- vicinity ol staSe Jndiana 477085, Locatiolgl tegal Deseription
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Vanderburgh County Recorder

street & number C i ty-County Bu i 'l di ng

clty, town Ivansvi ] I e

"r"," 
Indiana 47708

6. Representation in ExistinE $uiveys
ttue Indiana Sites & Structures lqy_et !9_s tlf pjgpll_y,99gl qerermined eilgibte? L_ yes ___ no

datG __-- lgg.q___ f, lederal f, {g!!i ,,-_- 9_ornr!_ _ tocal

ggPgY t o'v! l:-u_.vguggg lq-l Department of Natuml Resources

Indianapol i s statocltllg!!_ Indiana



Gondltlsn
__ cxcellent
_'*' good
X talr

Chcck one

-- deterloraled -*- unaltered

- 
rulns f,-- altered

- 
unexposed

Check ono
X - orlglnal elte

- 
moved date N/A

Dsscrlbe the present and original {il knownl physlcal appearance
The Evansvil'le Municipal Market is situated at the intersection of two maJor thoroughfares
at the edge of the city's downtown. This two-story, brick edifice occupies the northwest
corner of First and Pennsylvania Avenues, approxlmately one-half mile to the northwest of
Main Street and the cdnter of Evansvj'lle's bus'iness and commercial d'istrict. The prevail-
ing pattern of land use in the vicinity of the llarket'is light-industria'l and commercjal
to the south with a res'idential district to the north. The square city-b'lock site of the
Market is completely built-up, with no landscaping or other open space improvements.

The building's origina'l design comprjsed a two-story central section flanked by one-story
open-a'ir stalls. The central sectjon was i-shaped in pian with a large, clear-span sec-
tion transversed by two, two-story end sections. The market hall measured approximately
ll9'x 55'and was covered by a roof supported by steel trusses. Large steel-frame sashes
composed of small'lights and a skylight of "heroic dimensions" (since painted over) ob-
viated the need for artificial illumination. The transverse end sections each contained
two floors t^tith rooms for assembly, the marketmaster's offices, and other rooms for city
use. These end wings measured about 26' x 72' and \'rere attached to the main ha1l at the
north and south ends.

The exterior of the bujld'ing was clad in
was used for wihdowsjlls,-the watertable
hal I were cl ad wi th wh'ite-gl azed ti I es .
eaves were covered with red pantiles.

0n eithersideof the central portion of the,complbx were constructed one-story roof cover-
ings fbr open stal'ls. These,'too, were built of the same brick as the main section and

weie roofeO With the same red pantiles. Brick piers supported the roof, and concrete
iluU-topped tables were providbd for the disp'lay of farmers' produce. Thg T-plan stalls
were connected to the central structure at a perpendicular, wtth the result being a

doubl e-H p'lan for the overal l compl ex.

The prairje School mjen of the Market was most apparent in the use of materials, the roof
toims, and in the plan and inter-relationshjp of the bu'i]ding's par!';. Rugby brick was a
focii'fivorite and'appeared in several of Shopbell's buildings of this period, particularly
small houses of the icind sonietimes referred to as "California Bu1ga.l0I:" . Its rough texture
inO.uitf.1y color y1as suited to the Arts and Crafts feeli.ng that.Shopbell chose to emphasize

in his brind of ttie Prairie School. Much the same could 6e said for the red pantile
.ooiing. if'u tow, ground-hugging quality 9f the complex vlas underscored by the broad

rroiizoital.ity of tni root toifrs.- The oe-eply overhanging eaves and the two dimensional,
piunu" quat iiy ot-ine tow-pitched roofs mlol ttre l4arket-certainly unlifg,ullo!l:1.-!Y!1i. -
buildind in Evansvi'lle. The plan-of the comp'lex, wi!h !tl interconnected and lnterpene-
trating parts, suggested the i:omplexily of the Prairie School without its asymnetry' {

making-fbr a iiveiy but formal ensemble. s

The only major alteration to the orlginal complex came as a result of the 1954 conversion

to-uie [y t[e Fire Department. The iouthern lwo-story.end section-the one 0n P.ln:{].;,^
vania Avbnue-was denrolished and the flat elevation whic,h was left was trrade into a double

apparatus opening.

a reddish-brown Rugby brick, and native limestone
and other trim. The interior walls of the market
The 'low-pitched roofs and widely proiect'ing



8. $ieffiEfieanee

Parlod

-- 
prehlslorlc

__ 1400-1499
_ 1500-1599
_ 1600-1699
_ 1700-1799
_ 1800*1899
X 19oo-

X comnrerce

-- 
communications --,- 

exploration/settlement

- 
industry

-- 
invenlion

Arsaa of $ignlficance*Check and Justify bolow
--- archeology-prehistorlc -.-* cotnmunlty planning
*-ercheology-hlstoric 

-*conservation

- 
agrlculture --. economics

X - srchitecture 
-. 

educatlon
_ srt 

- 
engineerlng

**-. landscape archltecture ...- religlon

- 
law ----- tcl€nc€

-- 
llterature -*.- eculpture

*- mllitary 
-- 

toclali

-* muslc humanilarla*

- 
philosophy -**--. theater

X politicslgovernment 
-- 

lransporlation
-- other (specify)

Speclfic dates 1 9'l 6- I 8 9"'rd_'1ltt"t _ !_blfo'1d S"h!p!_qf & Compglra

Statement of Signif icance lftXnrOnNWegr*phl

The Progressive administratjon of Mayor Benjamin Bosse ('19.|3-22) was responsible for thi
erection of this important public building. Designed by Cfifford Shopbell & Company,'irr
the manner of .the Prairie School , th'is complex orjginally housed an all-weather municip:r1
narket, the only such structure'in the city. Begun in 1916 according to the designs 0l
architect Edward Thole and completed in the spring 0f 1918, the rnarket vtas a major
element of Bosse's efforts to improve the'living conditions of the citjzens of Evansvjllr
while, at the same time, affordjng businesses an increased opportuni.ty for sales. This
combined altruistjc and commercjal niotive was characteristic of Bosse's approach to
governing-an approach which resulted in a capital improvement program which might be
termed Evansville's Golden Age. The red, Rugby brick building was designed to contajn
enclosed and open st.alls in a central bui'lding f'lanked by long, open sheds. The offices
of the marketmaster a;id other pub'lic rooms were contained in two-story sections at eitlic;'
end of the central building.

The piece of land on whjch the l.larket sits was planned for market use in the .|837 
Lames,::

City plat and was made into a city park after Lamasco vlas annexed by Evansville in 1857"
The land remained devoted to park use untjl :|9]6, when the present buildjng was begun.

The idea for a permanent, al'l-weather city market actually surfaced in about 1905. lt
was not until the administration of Bosse, however, that plans were pushed to fruition.
Bosse and his favorite architectural firm, Clifford Shopbeli & Company, were then col-
laborating on several major public works projects, including the l'lasonic Temple (l9lZ,
National Register, lgS?); YMCA (19.|3, National Register, l982); and Sold'iers Memorja'l
Coliseunr (!919-16, National Register, '1979). Shopbell's principal designing partner,
Edward J. Tholer $fds given the task of .designing the Municipal l*larket with a complex
program of Jneeting space, open and enclosed.market areas, and office space for the markeri*
master. Nepts reports at the time declared that the design incorporated the best features
of other modern mankets researched during the formative stages of the project.

Agricultural commerce was an important element of the Evansville economy, and a 1arge,
permanefit market served fa.rmersr gl^oc€r"s, and others who bought and so]d farm produits.
Bosse's motives, hswevel, Uefe probably not entire'iy altruistic. Although a modern markeL
would raise the standard of living for the v{orking-i:1ass residents of thA part of town
where the market was located, Bosse's Progressive-character (he was a wholbsa'le grocer
at one time and ttds the son of a farnrer) looked also to the good that could corrie-to the
businessmen 0f .!he Evansvil le conxxunity_. The tvlunicipal Market remained an active p'lace
fo.r fa.rmers and consumers to trade unti: the advent of the supermarket marked the declirit:
of".it and other nelghborhood markets. In 1954 the City's Fire Department tock over the
main portion of the narket contplexf and.only a,few-farmers today still make the Saturdag
trek to town to set up their goods ln the open stalls wfrich vlere part of the original dcii
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Plat of the Town of Lamasco, Block .|73.

!-ist all states agrd eounties fer propertles overtapping state or corrnty boundaries
state X/A--- code county code
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tt. Le_frn Pnepmred tsy
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:q99t@ash i ngton Avenue telephone 812/ 426-5487

state Indi ana 47713

1?' s*ate e.€$s€sric pre$erwatf;sn offEeet cergitie ation
The evaluated significance of this property within the slate is:

______ _ ir;Rlonal __ state X _ local
A^s-the designated $tate Historic Preservation Otficer for the National Historic Preservation Act ol 1966 (public Law g$
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certily that it has been evaluatedaccording to the criteria and procedures set tort\by the Natlonal paif Se.vice. 
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Ci ty of Evansv'i1'le, Indiana. Annual Reports (.l9.|6-l B) .

"Evansville Housewives Can Buy Thejr Spring Vegetables jn Model l4arket House, to be
Built on l^lillard Park." The Evansv'ille Courier, November 26,'l9.|6.

G'ilbert, Frank 14. Hjstory of the City of Evansville and Vanderburgh County, Indiana.
2 Vol s . Chi cago : 

-Pi 
oneer Publ 'i sh j ng Co. , I 9l 0.

"Most Modern l4un'icipal Market House in the U.S. to be 0pened to Public.'l
The Evansville Courier, l'larch I, .|9.l8.

Remy, Richard l,l. Who's l^jho & l,Jhy. Evansville: The author. c. 1907.
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